Changsha News Part 4

In the last “Changsha News” from July 12" | received the clear feedback to keep
all of you updated more frequently

Almost half a year is gone since then and this is a good opportunity to write again
still in 2007 and even before Christmas.

U200 party

On July 21% we had our U200
Party, well in English it should be
a B200 party, as it means “unter”
(below) 200 days left in
Changsha. Overall the party was
really good, we had a Caipirinha
bar (thanks to the Brazilian
colleagues who brought limes to
Changsha directly from Brazil), a
nice Churrasco (BBQ) and a lot
of fun in our backyard.

Weekend in Liuyang and Liling

What happened next? One week later we used the Sunday to make a short trip
to the small towns of Liuyang and Liling, also in Hunan province, maybe a short
roundtrip from Changsha about 200 km - -
the whole loop ... if only there was a
good road. We were already given the
advice not to use the highway, because
after about 20 km the road would be
unpaved, so we took the normal road
which started to be unpaved after about
40 km ;-). Anyway it was a really nice
trip: In Liuyang there are shops selling
ceramics for rooftops, like roosters,
dragons, snakes etc (so watch out for
our next house). Liling is the capital of
pottery and china (porcelain), funny thing, we could even find German brewery
mugs (steins), produced in China ...




Qingdao Oktoberfest

Oktoberfest! The biggest Oktoberfest in China is held every year in Qingdao, a
seaside city in the north of China. Being in China for almost 3 years we thought
that it is the chance of a
lifetime to see and participate
in this festival. About 10
colleagues with their families
joined the trip. Fred organized
the plane tickets together with
our personnel department and
even during this very busy
time in Qingdao we were able
to find a nice hotel to
accommodate us all.

For us the Oktoberfest was a
bit strange, some big beer-
tents from Japanese and
Chinese breweries, fully
loaded with drunken Chinese and playing Chinese disco music ... and on the
other side German brewery tents like Erdinger or Paulaner (Erdinger was the
most original) with a Bavarian umpah-band coming directly from Munich and
playing Bavarian beer festival music. Well, we really had a lot of fun.

Find here some explanations in German about the Oktoberfest in Qingdao:

1898 wurde Qingdao (damals "eingedeutscht” zu Tsingtao) deutsches Pachtgebiet.
Ahnlich wie die Briten den Chinesen Hongkong abpressten, schloss damals das Deutsche
Reich mit China einen Pachtvertrag tUber das 550 Quadratkilometer grof3e Tsingtao-
Gebiet ab, fur 99 Jahre. Wenn der Erste Weltkrieg nicht dazwischen gekommen ware,
dann hatte es dort bis 1997 ein deutsches Hongkong gegeben.

Und was machten die Deutschen mit ihrem chinesischen Pachtgebiet? Es wurde sehr gut
erschlossen, au3erdem zum Flottenstttzpunkt ausgebaut, und nattrlich wurde dort auch
eine Brauerei gegrundet. Aus dieser Brauerei entstand dann die Tsingtao Brewery. Heute
kann man dort vor Ort Gbrigens unter anderem das von dieser Brauerei gebraute
"Schlappner”-Beer geniefRen. Benannt nach dem ehemaligen Trainer der chinesischen
Nationalmannschaft (Anfang/Mitte der 1980er Trainer von Waldhof Mannheim), der dort
fast wie ein Heiliger verehrt wird. Na dann Prost!



Sheraton Oktoberfest Changsha

After that big beer festival in
Qingdao the serious business plan
time started. And there was not too
much rest from daily late night
shifts until — fortunately — another
beer festival brought us back to
other — more earthly happiness.
The Sheraton Changsha
Oktoberfest!

Malaysia
One of the best inventions in China are the
golden weeks! National holidays for 3 days
in a row, combined with the weekends
gives you 7 days off work. And this
happens 3 times a year, for example
autumn festival in 2007 which was from
October 1% to October 7. We spent this
week in Malaysia.
Kuala Lumpur (KL) is an amazing city, not
too big but everything a big city needs.
And with the Petronas Twin towers the
biggest free standing towers of the world
are located in Kuala Lumpur.

After spending three days in KL we
continued our trip to the tropical island
of Langkawi. Against the predictions of
our colleagues it wasn’t raining a lot
and we spend some great time in a
small hotel directly at the beach.
Unfortunately Maria got sick (some
wrong food or drink) and could not
enjoy our great hotel very much.




Rats in Changsha:

The hunting season started in
Changsha. Our facility
management was really busy and
on October 20" the first rats were
caught in the traps:

6 rats in one night! A big success
for the hunting team and since
then our first activity every day in
the morning when we come to
the office is the routine check of
our rat traps ...

Zhangjiajie — Wulingyuan National Park:

On 3" and 4™ of November we used the
weekend to visit one of the few sightseeing
places in Hunan Province. Zhangjiajie National
Park is located about 300 km west of
Changsha. We left from Bosch on Friday
afternoon around 5 pm and arrived at our hotel
20:45. | think every Bosch employee knew
about our trip, lots of emails that we should
have fun, lots

of advice and | think also several secretaries
who really were afraid that their bosses would
get lost somewhere in the middle of China.

On Saturday morning we did the first scenic spot,
Timo and Fred walked the stairs up to Huangshi
Village, Maria and | used the cableway. On top
of the mountain there is a two hour walking

way ... stairs up, stairs down ...

After this walking tour in the morning we still had
some time in the afternoon and visited
HuangLong Cave. Huanglong Cave is the
biggest cave in southeast asia and the walking
tour takes another 2 hours ... stairs up, stairs
down ...



Finally on Sunday we visited Tianzishan (Emperor Mountain). This time we all
used the cableway to go up, but we also took the stairs to go down. About 4000
stairs we were told. Our knees were really shaky when we finally arrived in the
valley. Exhausted but happy this was the highlight of a very sunny and great
weekend.

What will be next? Only a few weeks left and we still have a lot of things to do,
places to visit.
- We still must visit Xi’An. The town in the north of China with those
terracotta warriors. We already planned that trip for end of November.
In the first week of December we will move out of our house already,
shipping everything to Germany.
21° of December we will go back to Germany, Maria for good, | will have
to come back in January for two more weeks, because my successor will
only be on board in February.

And then? 10" of February we will be going to Brazil, tickets are booked already!
We are both looking forward to it and a lot of things have to be prepared.

One additional information: Best of Changsha 2007 DVD is available now! Who
wants a copy please tell me and I will try to ship to you your very personal
Christmas gift.

Take care, have a good time and a wonderful Christmas or whatever you
celebrate in your part of the world at that time of the year!

We will read each other again latest with the first newsletter in 2008 coming from
Brazil.

Maria and Norbert



