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Campinas Newsletter 1/2009  
 
Dear friends! 
 
Once again 8 months passed by and it is incredible how fast everything 
happens. In the last newsletter in December I wrote about the first parties in our 
house and now we are already looking for some piece of land to finally start 
construction on our own house. 
But let’s go slow and I will tell you what happened step by step: 
 
 
December 2008 – Christmas Eve is different in Brazi l 
After a relaxed breakfast we started – 
that is not that unusual – to decorate 
our Christmas tree. Our Christmas 
tree is recyclable and reusable, in fact 
we use it since several years, every 
year some (plastic-) needles less but 
our tree is still in good shape. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
After that is done we can relax and enjoy 
the wonderful 30 degrees centigrade 
(about 80 degrees Fahrenheit) and spend 
most of Christmas Eve in our pool, 
enjoying the sun. 
 
 

On Christmas day we had the culinary highlight when we prepared an original 
Brazilian duck with an original Bavarian recipe. Duck with bread dumplings and 
red cabbage. Mhhhhhhhh … 
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December 2008 – Visit at the bird park – zoo park  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Close to Campinas, about half an hour 
drive in a town called Itatiba there is a 
really nice zoological park. It started 
several years ago as a birdpark, but over 
the last years it was continuously growing. 
The nice thing about that park is that they 
do not try to get as many animals as 
possible in a space as small as possible. It 
is a really huge area where several 
animals live almost in wildlife conditions. 
 

January  – Visit at an old coffee plantation, Fazen da Tozan 
 
 
In January and February we had many 
visitors here in Campinas. Maria’s mom was 
here and in January also her sister Beate and 
her partner Franz were here. Therefore we 
had more activities as usually, for example 
the visit of an old Brazilian coffee plantation. 
This plantation was founded in the 1800s by 
Japanese settlers and is still producing coffee 
today. 
In the picture below you see one of the workers separating coffee from the shell 
using the “old way” with a tray where the wind blows away every thing that is 
not coffee beans. 
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February – Carnival in Sao Paulo 
Carnival in Sao Paulo … it was just too much going on this year to go to Rio 
again, so we decided to do it the easier 
way and visit the Carnival in Sao Paulo. 
Together with some friends we rented a 
bus including driver who picked us up at 
home, drove us there on Saturday night 
and picked us up again at the 
Sambodromo on Sunday morning 
around 6 a.m.  
Well Sao Paulo may be small compared 
to Rio, but the costumes and parades 
are still amazing, but have a look for 
yourself at the pictures 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
April - Easter vacation in Parati  

During Easter time several friends were 
in Brazil, Chrisi and Matthias who stayed 
in Brazil several years ago when we were 
here and also Fred, a friend of us from 
Changsha times who was in Campinas 

on a business trip. 
We took the chance to meet all 
together and spend Easter holidays 

together at the beach in Parati.  Parati is 
a very nice little town with many houses 
still in colonial style. It is placed where 
the old gold trail from the mountains 
leads to the sea and has a nice secluded 
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harbor, nowadays used mostly for tourist- and fishing boats. We rented a 
sailboat (with captain and his son, the captain was mostly cooking and mixing 
Caipirinhas and his son was taking care of the boat). 
All in all it was a great weekend with a good time on the boat. What we actually 
did not realize was that this weekend was some kind of hurricane that caused a 
rather high tide, so when we came back from our day on the boat the whole 
parking lot at the harbor and parts of the old town were flooded (this happens 
usually about twice a year with full moon, but this time nobody thought it would 
be like that)! 
 
 
 
April – Troller weekend in “Serra da 
Canastra”   
It was our first off-road trip since a long 
time. And what fun it was! The “Serra da 
Canastra” is a state park in the south of 
the Minas Gerais state. About 3 hours to 
drive by car from Campinas. We stayed in 
a hotel near the Furnas lake, where we 
took a boat trip one day and several off-
road trips in the near woods and 
mountains. 
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June – Holambra 
Holambra is a small town founded by settlers from the Netherlands. And like 
every town in Brazil, it is very proud of its history. As we never visited the town 
itself – we only have been there to visit the annual flower festival – we took the 
chance to see what is to be seen on a Sunday afternoon. To be quite honest, 

what is to be seen is not really much.  
I don’t think in Germany someone would 
drive about one hour to see a town with 4-
5 houses that are decorated to appear to 
be like in the Netherlands. But anyway it 
was fun and – Holambra has the biggest 
windmill in South America … most 
probably the only one, too … �  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
July – Pickles 
Norbert has found himself a new hobby: Pickles!  

Already twice I occupied the kitchen for 
half a Saturday afternoon, got into 
“chefkoch.de” on the web and 
prepared pickles that are difficult to find 
around here. First attempt was with 
pickled zucchini, eggplant, red pepper 

and garlic, pickled in a vinegar- curry 
mixture. The second one are pure 
cucumber with vinegar and mustard 
seeds (Senfgurken). 
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July and August 
Well July and August was full with funny evenings and relaxed afternoons spent 
with our friends. 

 
 
There was the feijoada (typical 
Brazilian dish with several kinds 
of beans and meat cooked for 
hours) at Karina and Luis’ 
house … 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
… our regular Tuesdays evening meeting 
(Stammtisch) in Bar do Marcelino … 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
… and Gabriel, our friends son 
turned 20 and invited all of us to a 
anniversary costume party. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
That is all for this newsletter, we hope you enjoyed reading it. 
Take care, all the best wishes 
 
Maria and Norbert 


